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“CANINE DISCRIMINATION, SOCIETY, AND ANIMAL SHELTERS” 
VEM 5912 Supervised Research (Special Project) 

Spring 2013, 2 Credits 
Also fulfills partial requirement for the Maddie’s® Graduate Certificate in Shelter Medicine 

Completion Deadline: May 6, 2013 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR 
Dr. Julie Levy, V2-114, levyjk@ufl.edu 
Teaching Assistant: Kim Wolf, kwolf1@ufl.edu  

 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW  
This course explores the role of canine discrimination in society and the impact on animal shelters. Topics include: breed 
specific legislation (BSL), breed identification practices, shelter dog adoption policies and programs, breeds and 
behaviors, animal cruelty, and community outreach. The course will utilize a combination of reading, videos, webinars, 
and hands-on training. Most activities are self-paced and students are encouraged to collaborate with each other.  
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
To understand the role of canine discrimination in society and how it affects animal shelters, including: 
 

• What is breed specific legislation (BSL) and what is the status of BSL in 2013?  

• Has BSL enhanced public safety?  

• How else are dogs discriminated against in society? 

• Why are American Pit Bull Terriers and “pit bull” dogs currently discriminated against in some places?  

• How are animal shelters affected by BSL and other forms of canine discrimination?  

• How are targeted dogs identified in animal shelters? 

• What is the role of breed in predicting behavior and creating successful adoption matches? 

• Do shelter policies and practices contribute to negative breed stereotypes? 

• How can shelters increase dog adoptions of targeted dogs? 

• What can shelters do to reduce intake of targeted dogs and support existing dog owners? 

• How can shelters ensure humane outcomes for victims of animal cruelty? 

 
COURSE CONTENT 
 

• Readings, videos, and webinars: Students will read, watch, and/or attend all of the items listed under “Course 
Materials.” Students are encouraged to work together on this list and to discuss each item as it is completed. 
Students will submit one “Task Completion Report” for each item using the template provided. 
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• Website evaluations:  Students will view the five pre-selected websites listed under “Course Materials.” 
Students will submit one “Task Completion Report” for each item using the template provided. (Note: The goal 
of this assignment is to critically evaluate information available to the general public; inclusion on the list is not 
intended to be an endorsement of the website’s content.) 

 
• Hands-on seminar: Students will attend a two-day seminar with Aimee Sadler (“Playing for Life”) to learn about 

training and behavior programs for sheltered dogs featuring playgroups. The seminar will take place in 
Gainesville, Florida; the date and location are TBD. The seminar will include a combination of lecture, hands-on 
demonstrations, and hands-on training work with dogs. After the seminar, students will submit a written 
evaluation using the template provided.  

 
• Shelter visits: Students will visit two animal shelters: (1) Hillsborough County Animal Services (in Tampa) and (2) 

an Adoption-Guarantee (“no kill”) shelter of their choosing. After each visit, students will submit a written report 
using the template provided (one report per shelter). Students must complete the assigned readings, videos, 
and webinars prior to the visits.   

  
• Monthly check-in: Students will meet with the teaching assistant once a month (January, February, March, and 

April) to track progress, update the “Task Completion Checklist,” and go over any questions, comments, or 
concerns. Students should email the teaching assistant to schedule the meetings.   
 

• Final discussion: Students will have a two-hour meeting with the instructor to discuss what they learned. 
Students may bring their individual reports for reference. Instructors may ask questions about any of the 
required reading material, videos, webinars, or seminar. Students should email the instructor to schedule the 
final discussion. 
 

• Final presentation: Students will create a 15-minute PowerPoint presentation at the end of the course. The 
presentation should be accompanied by an audio recording (students needing assistance should contact the 
teaching assistant). The presentation will be posted on the University of Florida Maddie’s Shelter Medicine 
Program website. Students may choose a specific topic related to the course, but it must include the key 
concepts learned through the required materials and seminar. The instructor must approve the topic and will 
work with the students as the presentation is prepared and practiced. 

 
COURSE MATERIALS 
Note: All course materials will be available on the e-learning website for this course.  
 

Reading  
 

• Animal Farm Foundation, The Language of Advocacy. Available at: http://animalfarmfoundation.org/files/The-
Language-of-Advocacy2.pdf.  

 
• AVMA Animal Welfare Division, Welfare implications of the role of breed in dog bite risk and prevention. 

Schaumburg, IL: AVMA, 2012. Available at: www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Backgrounders/Documents/.  
 

http://animalfarmfoundation.org/files/The-Language-of-Advocacy2.pdf
http://animalfarmfoundation.org/files/The-Language-of-Advocacy2.pdf
http://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Backgrounders/Documents/
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• Bradley, J. The relevance of breed in selecting a companion dog. National Canine Research Council, 2011. 
Available at: 
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/154426276_The%20Relevance%2
0of%20Breed%20in%20Selecting%20a%20Companion%20Dog.pdf.  

 
• Delise, K. The pit bull placebo: the media, myths, and politics of canine aggression. Available at: 

http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/230603563_Pit%20Bull%20Placeb
o.pdf.   
 

• Gorant, J. The lost dogs: Michael Vick’s dogs and their tale of rescue and redemption. New York: Penguin Group 
(USA), 2010.  

 
• Hettinger, J. A new day for fight-bust dogs: advocates push the individual approach for dogs rescued from 

fighting operations. Animal Sheltering (Humane Society of the United States) 2011; 30-37. Available at: 
http://animalfarmfoundation.org/files/new_day_for_fight_bust_dogs.pdf.  

 
• Levy, J. Dog breed identification: what kind of dog is that? Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program – University of 

Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, 2012. Available at: 
http://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/library/research-studies/current-studies/dog-breeds/.  

 
• Lutz, B. Liability “hysteria”: don’t let liability “hysteria” keep you from sending good dogs home. Available at: 

http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/Lutz%20Viewpoint%20(2).pdf.  
 

• National Canine Research Council, HSUS “Pets for Life” toolkit: empowering pet owners in under-served areas & 
creating humane communities. Available at: 
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/Pets%20for%20Life%20Whitepaper_Fi
nal.pdf.  

 
• National Canine Research Council, 2011 Dog Bite Related Fatality Report. Available at: 

http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/2011%20Final%20Investigative%20DBRF%20
Report.pdf 

 
• Simpson, RJ, Simpson, KJ, VanKavage, L. Rethinking dog breed identification in veterinary practice. Journal of the 

American Veterinary Medical Association 2012; 241: 1163-1166. 
 

• Voith, VL, Ingram E, Mitsouras K, et al. Comparison of adoption agency breed identification and DNA breed 
identification of dogs. Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science 2009; 12: 253-262.  

 
• Williams, Z. Who do we fear more – the dogs or their owners? Scaremongering about pets being used as 

weapons is displaced prejudice against (usually) young men with staffs and bull terriers. The Guardian 2012; 
January 25. Available at: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jan/25/dangerous-dogs-prejudice-
against-owners.  

 
 
 

http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/154426276_The%20Relevance%20of%20Breed%20in%20Selecting%20a%20Companion%20Dog.pdf
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/154426276_The%20Relevance%20of%20Breed%20in%20Selecting%20a%20Companion%20Dog.pdf
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/230603563_Pit%20Bull%20Placebo.pdf
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/publications/230603563_Pit%20Bull%20Placebo.pdf
http://animalfarmfoundation.org/files/new_day_for_fight_bust_dogs.pdf
http://sheltermedicine.vetmed.ufl.edu/library/research-studies/current-studies/dog-breeds/
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/Lutz%20Viewpoint%20(2).pdf
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/Pets%20for%20Life%20Whitepaper_Final.pdf
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/Pets%20for%20Life%20Whitepaper_Final.pdf
http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/2011%20Final%20Investigative%20DBRF%20Report.pdf
http://nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/uploaded_files/tinymce/2011%20Final%20Investigative%20DBRF%20Report.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jan/25/dangerous-dogs-prejudice-against-owners
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2012/jan/25/dangerous-dogs-prejudice-against-owners


4 | P a g e  
 

Videos and Webinars 
 

• “The Relevance of Breed to Pet Dog Issues,” by Janis Bradley, Author and Co-founder of San Francisco SPCA 
Academy for Dog Trainers. 

 
• “The History of Canine Discrimination,” by Donald Cleary, National Canine Research Council. 

 
• “Caring for Victims of Animal Cruelty,” Bernice Clifford, Animal Farm Foundation.   

 
• “Turbocharging ‘Pit Bull’ Dog Adoptions,” by Stacey Coleman, Animal Farm Foundation. 

 
• “Moving Beyond Breed: Breed-Specific Policies in Animal Shelters,” by Kim Wolf, Maddie’s Shelter Medicine 

Program, University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine.  
 

Website Evaluations: 
 

• Dogsbite.Org: www.dogsbite.org  
• National Canine Research Council: www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com  
• Pit Bull Rescue Central: www.pbrc.org  
• Rios’ Pit Bull Kingdom: www.riospits.com  
• Stop BSL: www.stopbsl.org  

 
 
COURSE GRADING 
Students will receive a grade of “Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory” based on successful completion of course content. 
Students may work together on all aspects of project completion and reporting except the final meeting with the 
instructor and the final presentation. All work must be completed by May 6, 2013, including: 
 

• Written “Task Completion Report” for each item listed in “Course Materials” (21 reports total) 

• Written reports from two shelter visits (2 reports total) 

• Written evaluation of hands-on seminar (1 report total) 

• Monthly check in with teaching assistant (4 meetings total) 

• Verbal discussion of course material with instructor (1 meeting total) 

• Presentation of final PowerPoint  (1 presentation total) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dogsbite.org/
http://www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com/
http://www.pbrc.org/
http://www.riospits.com/
http://www.stopbsl.org/
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TASK COMPLETION REPORT 
 

Student’s Name: ________________________________  

Date: _________________________________________ 

Name of Material: ______________________________ 

 
 
Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strengths: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 
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SHELTER VISIT REPORT:  
Hillsborough County Animal Services 

 
 
Student’s Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Date of Visit: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
1. How does this program evaluate and select dogs for the “Pit Bull Ambassador Program?” 
 
 
2. What activities are offered to dogs selected for the program? How often are these activities offered? 
 
 
3. Who is responsible for implementing the program’s activities? What resources are required to operate the program? 
 
 
4. How are dogs marketed to the public? Are there any adoption restrictions, policies, or procedures that apply to dogs 

adopted through the program (compared to other dogs adopted from the shelter)? 
 
 
5. What do the staff and volunteers identify as the strengths and weaknesses of the program? What would they like to 

see change (if anything)? 
 
 

6. How does the shelter evaluate the effectiveness of the progress? What benchmarks are used to track progress? 
 
 

7. How has this program impacted overall adoptions, length-of-stay, and return rate for “pit bull” dogs in the program? 
How do the outcomes of the dogs in the program compare to “pit bull” dogs that are not in the program? 

 
 
8. What are the long-term goals for the program? Will the program operate indefinitely, or will it eventually be phased 

out?  
 
 
9. What is your assessment of this shelter, as it pertains to the course topics, using references to knowledge gained 

through course materials? 
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SHELTER VISIT REPORT:  
Adoption Guarantee Shelter 

 
Student’s Name: _________________________________________ 
 
Name of Shelter: _________________________________________ 
 
Date of Visit: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
1. How are breeds or breed mixes identified? Who is responsible for making the identification? 
 
 
2. Are dogs evaluated for behavior at this shelter? If so, what methods are used? Are there any breed-specific 

evaluation practices? 
 

 
3. Does the shelter do any training or behavior modification for shelter dogs (as needed)? Does the shelter offer 

enrichment programs for shelter dogs? How does the shelter care for dogs with longer lengths of stay? 
 
 
4. Are there any breed-specific adoption restrictions or policies, either for the dogs or for the adopters interested in 

them?  
 
 
5. How does the shelter match adopters with potential dogs? Does the shelter offer any follow-up support after an 

adoption occurs? 
 

 
6. How does the shelter market dogs available for adoption? Are there any breed-specific marketing programs or 

promotions?   
 
 
7. Does the shelter work with rescue groups or transfer partners? If so, how are dogs selected for either adoption or 

transfer to rescue? 
 

 
8. Does the shelter have a foster care program? Does the shelter have a volunteer program? 
 
 
9. Can the shelter provide any data on intake, length-of-stay, and disposition for the past 3 years? Is this information 

tracked according to breed or breed mix? If so, how does the data for “pit bull” dogs compare to the shelter dog 
population as a whole? 

 
 
10. Does the shelter offer any support programs for existing dog owners in the community (e.g., vaccination clinics, dog 

training, behavior hotline)?  
 
 
11. What is your assessment of this shelter, as it pertains to the course topics, using references to knowledge gained 

through course materials? 
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HANDS-ON SEMINAR EVALUATION: 
Aimee Sadler “Playing for Life” 

 

Student’s Name: ________________________________  
 
Date: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Summary: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strengths: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weaknesses: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments: 
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VEM 5912 (Spring 2013): TASK COMPLETION CHECKLIST 
 

READINGS                                                                                                                                                Date Completed 
Animal Farm Foundation, “The Language of Advocacy”  
AVMA, “Welfare Implications of the Role of breed in Dog Bite Risk and Prevention”  
Bradley, “The Relevance of Breed in Selecting a Companion Dog”  
Delise, “The Pit Bull Placebo: The Media, Myths, and Politics of Canine Aggression”  
Gorant, “The Lost Dogs: Michael Vicks Dogs and Their Tale of Rescue and 
Redemption”  

Hettinger, “A New Day for Fight-Bust Dogs”  
Levy, “Dog Breed Identification: What Kind of Dog is That?”  
Lutz, “Liability Hysteria: Don’t Let Liability Hysteria Keep You From Sending Good Dogs 
Home”  

National Canine Research Council, “HSUS Pets for Life Toolkit: Empowering Pet 
Owners in Under-served Areas and Creating Humane Communities”  

Simpson, “Rethinking Dog Breed Identification in Veterinary Practice”  
Voith, “Comparison of Adoption Agency Breed Identification &DNA Breed 
Identification of Dogs”  

Williams, “Who Do We Fear More – The Dogs or Their Owners?”  
 
VIDEOS AND WEBINARS                                                                                                                       Date Completed 
Bradley, “The Relevance of Breed to Pet Dogs Issues”  
Cleary, “The History of Canine Discrimination”  
Clifford, “Caring for Victims of Animal Cruelty”  
Coleman, “Turbocharging ‘Pit Bull’ Dog Adoptions”  
Wolf, “Moving Beyond Breed: Breed-Specific Policies in Animal Shelters”  
 
WEBSITE EVALUATIONS                                                                                                                        Date Completed 
Pit Bull Rescue Central  
Dogsbite.Org  
Stop BSL  
Rios’ Pit Bull Kingdom  
 
HANDS-ON SEMINAR                                                                                                                           Date Completed 
Sadler, “Playing for Life: A Training & Behavior Program for Sheltered Dogs Featuring 
Playgroups”  

 
SHELTER VISITS                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Date Completed 
Hillsborough County Animal Services  
Adoption-Guarantee Shelter  
 
 

- Continued on next page - 
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MONTHLY CHECK IN                                                                                                                           Date Completed 
January  
February  
March  
April  
 
FINAL DISCUSSION                                                                                                                              Date Completed 
Meeting with Dr. Levy  
 
FINAL PRESENTATION                                                                                                                        Date Completed 
PowerPoint presentation  
 

 


